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unlikely that there was any net increase in population during
the fourteenth century owing to the Black Death and other
factors. Similarly, there was probably little or no increase in
that century in other European countries. The Hundred Years
War3 for example, wrought considerable devastation. By the
middle of the fifteenth century population was, however, once
again on the upward grade, and most of the estimated increase
during these three hundred years took place during the last
half of the time.

TABLE 2

Estimated Population of Western Europe in 1600


	Area
	
	Density

Country
	(in sq. kilom.)
	Population
	(persq.kilom.)

Italy . Spain and Portugal
	295,000 585,000
	13,000,000
 10,000,000
	44 i?

France
	470,000
	16,000,000
	34

England and Wales Scotland and Ireland
	150,000 160,000
	4,500,000
 2,000,000
	30
 I2'5

Netherlands
	75,000
	3,000,000
	40

Denmark    .
	40,000
	600,000
	15

Sweden, Norway, and F nland
	1,080,000
	1,400,000
	i "3

Poland and Prussia
	210,000
	3,000,000
	14

Germany    .
	720,000
	20,000,000
	28

Total   .                  .     ,  .
	3,785,000
	73,500,000
	

The average density of population of that part of Europe
included in the table works out at about 50 per square mile.
When it is remembered that the density of the population of
the world as a whole to-day is only about half this figure and
that this density is considerably greater than that of the United
States at the present time, it will be realized that western
Europe was already a relatively crowded area three hundred
years ago. If we look at the densities of the different countries,
we find that Italy and the Netherlands come at the top of the
list. They are followed by England and France. It will be seen
that, although the population was between three and four
times as great in France as in England and Wales, the densities
are much the same for both areas. It is sometimes forgotten
that France is very much larger in area than England and
Wales and that the latter have come only in modern times to